
I have thought a lot about Jesus in the wilderness this season. Of
course, that is typically the part of the Jesus story we think about
during Lent, but somehow it struck me differently this year. I
keep thinking about how Jesus intentionally let go of all his
“creature comforts” to form the deepest connection that he
could between him and God. He emerged from the wilderness
with a clarity about his identity and his mission.
 

In many ways, this Lent marks our own “emerging from the
wilderness” after two years this month having our normal
rhythms removed. We all experienced loss and we all
experienced new ways of seeing ourselves and the world. I
suppose the question now is “what did we learn about ourselves
and who we are before God”? I sense new wind and new life
blowing through our congregation. I have been encouraged by
how you all have filled the room for worship or for things like our
Shrove Tuesday pancake supper. You have all embraced new
people worshipping alongside people who have filled the pew for
generations. You have welcomed their voice, their music, and
their own calling while we continued to draw from our roots. 

With all the blessings, we know we have a lot more work to do.
We want to create spaces for our families to grow up and into
our congregation – no longer out of it. Our “prayround”, faith at
home offerings, and new Confirmation class reflect that
commitment. We want to create spaces for people who are
grieving what was lost. Honoring the past and the formation of a
bereavement group are a few of the ways we recognize those
who are trying to navigate a new reality. We want to deepen our
faith and make a difference in our community and our world and
we are doing that in a host of ways and we will continue to do so. 

But for now, in this Lenten season, let us not miss the quiet voice
of God as we start walking back out of the wilderness toward
Resurrection Sunday. Let us not be so quick to pick up
everything we left behind – choosing to make room for what God
has for us. A church isn’t marked by the volume of its programs,
but the palpable presence of God as God’s people gather. That is
how we thrive – how much room we make for God in our lives
and our church. My prayer for us is that we aren’t a church that
rushes to put everything back the way it was, but that we will be
a church that takes the time to listen to each other and the Spirit
of God. You continue to be so loved – Michael 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR
Rev. Michael Droege

 EASTER EGG HUNT
Our Easter egg hunt will be 

 April 17th at coffee hour. 

Help us with our Easter egg hunt
by donating pre-filled plastic

eggs! Please drop off eggs in the
Narthex starting on Sunday, 
 April 3rd and ending on Palm

Sunday, April 10th. 

Palm Sunday • April 10 
 

Holy Week Celebrations

A LOOK AHEAD
 Blanket Sunday   May 8

"Christmas in July" VBS Week    July 24
ICCC Conference   July 18-21

Maundy Thursday 
Service of Communion 

Fisher Hall 6PM
 

Good Friday Service
Sanctuary  6PM 

 

 

Easter Sunday • April 17
Services will be live streamed.

 



MESSAGE FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDENT 
  Nancy Scott

I encourage all of you to reveal your hidden talents
and consider joining a committee, group, or task
force. We are looking for ideas for our monthly news
articles which are published in the Echoes Sentinel
and the Watchung Post. We have an opportunity to
apply for several grants. A task force is forming to
compile information and decide what is suitable for
our needs. The Board will be hosting an egg hunt on
Easter Sunday and has discussed having a booth at
the Watchung picnic. There are enough ideas in the
works that we have decided to form an Events
Committee. If anyone is interested leading or being a
part of this team, please contact Tina in the Church
office.
Feel free to ask questions or run ideas by the Board
Members. Everything will be considered. If it doesn’t
come to fruition this year, it may next year. There are
so many things we can accomplish for Wilson and
the community by working together.
Go Team Wilson!
Nancy Scott 

* Needed improvements to the manse property
have been recently identified. Contractor Skip Bell
has installed (2) storm doors on the manse in the
month of February.

* We continue to have leaks in the library (flat roof
over office wing hallway) that happen when the
weather comes from a certain direction. This
situation will need to be addressed in the future.

* The complicated issue of the sinking boy’s urinal
has yet to be dealt with. Options have been
presented but no decisions made.

* It has been recommended that new, light-
deflecting, glass panels be installed behind the
colored plexiglass windows in the sanctuary to
protect our building from the outside elements and
save on heating costs. Due to the very costly
expense of this project, no decision has been made
on this project, as of yet.

 

* Our contractor Steve Salton, of Green Effects, LLC,
has responded properly to our snowplowing and
salting needs for the 2021-2022 season and we are
pleased with his performance.

* Paul Ost has confirmed, along with assistance from
contractor Ray Mannor, that the Frippery had a
section of leaking sewer pipe leading to/in
basement. All plumbing and landscaping to correct
the situation have been completed.

* "No Overnight Parking” signs are being installed on
garden fence posts in the upper parking lot to
discourage unauthorized vehicles from parking there
for any length of time.

* Another diseased tree has fallen/been cut down in
the circle drive area, resulting in another stump to
deal with in the near future.
 
 

 FACILITIES REPORT  
Anthony Cito – Facilities Chair

  

Hello Wilson Family!
I would like to thank all of you for the warm
welcome I received upon joining the church just
over three years ago and for the words of
encouragement offered when I was elected
president of the Executive Board. These are the
kinds of things that make Wilson such a special
community.

There is a sense of excitement in the air as we
slowly emerge from the restrictions of the past two
years. A round of applause for the “Women of
Wilson”, (or WoW as the Women’s Guild is now
known) and the Hunsinger family, for pulling off a
spectacular Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner! The
Ash Wednesday Service led by Pastor Michael
captivated both children and adults. As I write this,
we have just concluded the first of our Sunday
Evening Lenten Soup Suppers. The dinner, hosted
by WoW, was a huge success and brought out faces
we haven’t seen in a long while. 
The Mission Study is in its final phase, and I look
forward to working with the Board and all of you,
as we develop new goals and ideas to implement its
findings.

Board Briefs 



WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Jan 23         23
Feb 6          42
Feb 13         32
Feb 20        37
Feb 27         52 
Mar 6          63
Mar 13         52

 

*Does not include online attendance

FINANCIAL FACTS
 

The first two months of 2022 showed
Congregational Giving to be right on track.
March is lagging at only 18% of the budget
raised, showing a significant deficit. I am hopeful
that improved weather and Easter will improve
our numbers.

Due to the harsh winter, our snow plowing costs
are over budget. We've been fortunate that the
last few years have been relatively mild winters.  

The volatility of the stock market is also a
concern. Thanks to Hugh Woodruff for
continually monitoring and adjusting as needed. 

We are gradually re-emerging from the
pandemic and experiencing the revitalization of
traditions and events. Join in the fun of getting
together again!

 

With gratitude, Pam Davis 

Board Briefs 

COMMUNICATIONS
Angela Della Ventura wrote February article on
Coptic Church, published in Watchung Post.
Look out for an article on Women’s Guild in
March, written by Carol Droege. Laurie Conley
to write article on Urban Promise in April.

“Remember When” series of video interviews to
be developed by Pastor Michael.

 

MISSION STUDY REPORT 
Karen Cito – Liaison to Executive Board

 

On February 8th, the Mission Study Team and
Pastor Michael met. The collected data is under
review prior to developing a detailed list of
recommendations. All the data files are with the
Church office so all the elements of the report
can be consolidated. 

 

THE 2023 CONFIRMATION CLASS HAS BEGUN! 
 

Thrilled to welcome
Emily Hauck,  Sam Hunsinger, and Lia Wighard 

into a new confirmation journey. We will celebrate their 
confirmation on the first Sunday of Advent 2023. 

Welcome to the journey! 
 

MEMBERSHIP
The Church plans to host a table at the
upcoming Watchung Town Picnic in May.

IN MEMORIAM
 

JOAN BAYLIS
JEFFREY BLACKADAR
PHYLLIS BLACKADAR
ALVAN CARROLL
BARBARA HOFFMAN

 
BRUCE MCCUMBER
GARY MOLYNEUX
JAMES SCHAFER
MARGARET WARREN

PERSONNEL
Personnel met to review and recommend to the
Executive Board the position of intern, an
updated personnel policy, part-time
administrator position, and pastoral job
description. All were approved by the Board. 
Many thanks to Carol Droege for her dedication
to Youth & Family ministries, as she moves on to
other endeavors, most notably WoW!



If you have donations, please bring them when
we ARE OPEN (they actually get wet or walk away
when left on the back porch). We ask that you
limit your donations to a box or bag at a time , we
need to be able to absorb it into our current
inventory and when 10 people donate a day .....
you get the idea.

If you haven't had the chance to visit lately make
sure to put us on your calendar, we are starting
to put out our Easter decor. We accept cash (
venmo when Lisa is there) and checks from
church members. Lisa also opens many Sundays
from 11:30-12:30 for church members.

** NJ is banning paper/plastic bags as of May, I
feel comfortable using them for customers until
we run out since they are "NOT single use" to us,
we are already giving them a second life recycling
them this way, so if you don't know what to do
with extra bags, send them our way . ALL YEAR
we use tissue paper to wrap glass items, please
bring us that too from any bridal, baby shower or
birthday party you go to! 

Any Questions? Feel free to call or text Lisa at
908-625-5042

STARFISH and BLUE BIN 
While you are shopping for Easter, please
remember to pick up an additional item for
STARFISH and our “blue bin“ families. 
If you are eligible to receive the FREE MATZOS
that many grocery stores offer please get them
and donate those also. 

Hello everyone, here we are in March and we are
THRILLED to be gaining some daylight hours! We
are"wrapping up" the second half of our 50th year
and looking forward to ending with a bang! 

We recently donated our Fall/Winter clothing to:
1) Dress For Success 
2) The Pregnancy Aid Center (Children's and
women's items) 
3) The Wilson "Blue Bin' - Coats 
4) Brahma Teen House in Bridgewater 
5) The Lyons VA Hospital. 

We now have our Spring/Summer clothing for
sale at $4 each (MOST items) OR $25 Fill A Level
King's paper grocery bag. We currently have a
section with specially priced items at just $5
(values up tp $60) and gowns for $10! It's been
rumored that Jennifer Aniston MAY get her red
carpet gowns from us! 

We also donated in early March: a Pack n Play
crib, 3 bags of Teddy Bears, 3 bags of Baby
blankets and a bag of towels to a Ukrainian
Church in Randolph with the intent of shipping to
an orphanage in Poland where children would be
moved to. 

Our household level (First Floor) is FILLED with
unique items and our sale for March is $5 off
EVERY $20 you spend. Kitchen items, Jewelry,
China, glasses, pitchers and pictures, craft items,
candles, "things for him", toys, games and
puzzles, home decor, frames, lamps, Lenox,
cookbooks, hardcovers and paperbacks, linens
and SO MUCH MORE!!!

Women s Guild  WOW
THE FRIPPERY THRIFT SHOP

 (The pale yellow building in the TOP parking lot) 
OPEN Tuesdays/Thursdays and the FIRST Sat each month 9:30-12:30

Wilson needs
YOU!

 

Volunteers for:  
News Articles

Events Committee
Grant Task Force

 



 The Women of Wilson are back! The revival
meeting of the legacy branch met at 11:30,
Thursday, February 3rd. The second meeting
to accommodate our working women was a
breakfast meeting on Saturday, February 19th,
where it was suggested that Wilson Memorial
revive The Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper,
and Lenten Soup Suppers. In recognition of
Women's History Month, Gwen and Ruth
Chalker designed and constructed the
centerpieces for Fisher Hall coffee hours
during the month of March. 

Thanks to Doyle Hunsinger, Don Monetti, and
Joe Basilio for cooking pancakes and sausage.
Much appreciation to the Women of Wilson
for hosting the first Lenten Soup Supper on
March 6th and the soup makers Carol Penn,
Carol Droege, Arlene Seidel, Michelle
Marigliano and Linda Basilio. 

As the Women's Guild evolves into its newest
2022 version, it is clear that there is a desire
to uphold traditional practices established
decades ago by the original guild, while
keeping an eye out for new ways to bring care
to those in WIlson Memorial's congregation
and the community at large. Moving forward
the group will be known as 
"Women of Wilson" (WoW), and the goal will
continue to be to provide a source of support
to women of all ages that will empower them
to lead a deeper spiritual life for themselves
and their families.

There are two opportunities to gather each
month. The first Thursday of each month at
11:30 a.m. will be the traditional/ legacy
meeting, and the WoW collective group will
meet on the second Saturday at 10:30 a.m.
Women of all ages are welcome at each or
both meetings as their schedule permits.”

April Meetings
Thursday, April 7 at 11:30 am
Saturday, April 9 at 10:30 am

 

Matthew May
We are thrilled to announce a new face
working out of Pastor Michael’s office!
Matthew May is in his first seminary year at
Drew and will be serving as an assistant to
Michael as well as with our children and our
music team. Welcome Matthew! 

 

MUSIC CORNER
Timothy Walton

 

Good Morning Gorgeous! 
For a month of Sundays, we've been greeted
with this statement. But Why? Where did this
come from? 

As the world witnessed the first Super Bowl
Halftime performance consisting of all Hip-
Hop recording artists; it also featured R & B
singer, Mary J. Blige. 

Mary's life journey mirrors ours. On her recent
release, Good Morning Gorgeous, Mary
unpacks what it meant for her to acknowledge
the "amazing" person who lives inside of her. 

Who is that amazing person who lives inside of
you? As we sit in this question during Lent,
acknowledge the God who lives in you. Let this
statement reorganize your thoughts about
you. Love yourself the way God Loves You. For
you are love and loved my Beloved.

During this time of Lent, the music ministry
has offered songs of inspiration to guide you 
 to the cross. 

What is in store? The glorious return of the
Bell Choir on Palm Sunday and the
introduction of the Worship Collective on
Resurrection Sunday. The Worship Collective
will consist of 10 voices and a live band. On this
day we will celebrate all the Honor, Glory and
Power of Jesus, for whom is worthy of all our
Praise. 

 

WoW



HOW TO SUPPORT THE WORK OF WILSON MEMORIAL CHURCH
 

In Service: You are invited to place your offerings in the plate at the 
back of the Sanctuary.

 

Text-to-Give: Text WILSONCHURCH to (908) 460-8818 and follow the setup prompts for your first
time. Once set up, you can simply text the gift amount to the above number.

 

By Mail: Gifts can be sent to the office at:
7 Valley Road

Watchung, NJ 07069
 

Online: Use our secure giving portal 
by clicking the “Giving” link on our website; www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/GIVE

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Sunday Mornings at 10:00 am

In Person Worship
On-line Worship

 

Live Stream also available on YouTube
Link Available at: 

 www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/videos
Services will be recorded and available 

for viewing as you are able. 
 

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Email: admin@wilsonmemorialchurch.org
 

EASTER LILIES
Easter Lily order forms are available at
www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/lily 

or call 908-755-5020
Deadline is April 8, 2022


